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Careful research by a newspaper reveals today that Edward the Sixth, the half-brother 

of Elizabeth the First, popularly known as Good Queen Bess, was secretly a Muslim. 

He did not live long but nevertheless laid the foundations for the gradual 

Muslimisation of British culture during the centuries which followed his reign. 

In his own lifetime (1537—1553) Edward’s great achievement was to persuade his 

half-sister Elizabeth, who was played by Dame Judy Dench in a recent TV series, not 

to demonise Muslims. Instead of demonising Muslims, he maintained, the English 

should demonise Catholics and, though to a lesser extent, people in Scotland. 

As a result of Edward’s efforts many British Muslims in the sixteenth century were 

spared the embarrassment of being burnt alive in public, and Islam as a religion was 

not seen as a major threat to world civilisation. 

But Edward’s greatest achievement was to found prestigious schools which would 

carry his teachings into the national consciousness over the next five centuries. It was 

particularly in Birmingham, though also in other cities in northern England such as 

Bradford and Manchester, that his ideas took hold. In due course the schools which he 

founded in Birmingham and other northern cities became centres of excellence for 

Islamic Studies, and for the hallowing of Islamic architecture, astrology, medicine, 

mathematics, theology and ethics. 

 As a result of the far-reaching influence of the schools which Edward VI founded, 

Birmingham became in the late twentieth century a magnet for Muslims from all over 

the world. They received there a warm welcome and they for their part made 

magnificent contributions to the city’s education system, and to its wealth and fame. 

‘Where the iron heart of England throbs beneath its sombre robe,’ wrote Edward in a 

youthful poem, ‘stand schools whose sons will make them great and famous round the 

globe’. Yes indeed, and thanks to typically painstaking research by the Sunday Times 

the secret of Birmingham’s greatness is now known – the moral and intellectual values 

of Islam. 

Michael Gove is said to be interested in the findings of the Sunday Times 

investigation.  An official from the Department for Education confirms today (1 April 

2014): ‘We are monitoring the situation very closely.’ 

Background 

Several articles about fantasies in Birmingham have been published by the Sunday 

Times in recent weeks, and have been duly reprinted in various other papers. For a 

perceptive, passionate and up-to-date review of the saga, and of the damage it is 

https://instedconsultancy.wordpress.com/2014/04/01/yet-another-muslim-plot-new-research-shows/


doing to children, staff and governors in Birmingham schools, see an article by M. G. 

Khan in the Times Educational Supplement, Friday 28 March 

2014: http://news.tes.co.uk/b/opinion/2014/03/27/the-trojan-horse-is-being-used-

to-destabilise-muslim-majority-schools-by-galvanising-ofsted-39.aspx 

Source: blogpost for the Insted Consultancy, 1 April 2014 
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